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thefe ftalks a " d vi °^ nt 

firmly hold together. j ff ,|,em; for their texture is fuch, that. 

inthe contrtva^c aud^fabnek are violently dil-)oyn d, 

though ) at y ftalkstoudi trot one another, and confequently 

f> ” “would impede the Bird's flying ; yet for the mod 

ieveral or there ren re adilvxe*it>ittand re-eontex themltlves,and are 

P»> £ 2 ^T|SSSSfti»r. or drawing'., thtough its Bill, all 
eafily by the birds S rheir former and natural pofture 5 for 

f th ™ i" the under fide 

rfThetettetand mod of them have fuch little crooks at them ends,that 
Lv mdilv carchand bold the (talks they touch. r . , 

h From which Grange contexture, it feems rational to fuppofe that there 
is a certain kind of nielli or hole fo fmall, that the Air will not very eafily 
^ through it, as I hinted alfo in the fixth Observation about fmall Glals 
Ses fo^otherwife it feems probable, that Nature would have drawn! 
over fome kind of thin film which Ihould have covered all thole almoft 
fquaremeOies or. holes, there feeming through the Microfcope to be more 
then half of thefurfiice of the Feather which is open and vifibly pervi- 
ous ; which conjecture will yet feem more probaole from the texture of 
the brufhie wings of the Tinea argent™, or white Feather wing d moth, 
which I ftiall anone deferibe. But Nature, that knows beft its own laws, 
and the feveral properties of bodies, knows alfo beft how to adapt and fit 
them to her defigned ends, and whofo would know thofe properties, mult 
endeavour to trace Nature in its working, and to fee what courfe (he 
obfetves. And this I fuppofe will be no inconfiderable advantage which 
the Schematifms and Structures of Animate bodies will atioid the di 1 H 
gent enquirer, namely, molt fure and excellent inftruCtions, both as to 
the practical part of Mechanic ks antho the iheory and knowledge of the 
nature of the bodies and motions. 


Obferv. XXXVI. Of Pcacoks, Ducks, and other Feathers of 
changeable colours. 

T ’He parts of the Feathers of this glorious Bird appear, through the 
Microfcope, no lefs gaudy then do the whole Feathers, for, as to the 
naked eye ’tis evident that the ftem or quill of each Feather in the tail 
fends out multitudes of Lateral branches, fuch as A B in the third Figure 
of the 23. Scheme reprefentsa fmall part of about f part of an Inch long, 
and each of the lateral branches emit multitudes of little (prigs, threads 
or hairs on either fide of them, fuch as C D, C D, C D, (o each of thole 
threads in the Microfcope appears a large long body,con(ifting of apaulti- 

tude 
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